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Special note from the author: This is an editorialized rendition of events written in the Bible. There is a balance
between  being  true  to  the  Bible,  scientific  evidence,  and  developing  a  compelling  narrative.  I  strongly
encourage you to perform your own study. The list of Biblical text referenced is listed at the end. The English
Standard Version of the Bible was the primary source for this. If you have any questions, please contact me at
the email provided above.

Part 1

It was almost the first full Moon after the spring equinox. Abraham's father Terah went to see the Lord 24 years
earlier. That was the same year he moved into the land of Canaan. Abraham pitched his tent in the hill country
in Kiriath-arba (also known as Hebron) with his wife Iscah, also known as Sarah, and his nephew Lot.

The Lord appeared to Abraham and said to him: “Behold, My covenant is with you, and you shall be the father
of a multitude of nations. I will make you exceedingly fruitful, and I will make you into nations, and kings shall
come from you. I will give to you and to your offspring all the land of Canaan for an everlasting possession, and
I will be their God. As for your wife Sarah, I will bless her and give you a son by her.

Both Abraham and Sarah laughed at God. How could a 100 year old man have a child? Moreover, how could a
90 year old woman,  who had been barren her  entire life,  conceive a child?“ God responded, “Is anything
impossible for the Lord? At the appointed time I will return to you, about this time next year, and Sarah will
have a son. You shall name him Isaac (which means “laughter”), and I will establish My everlasting covenant
with him.”

Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked. Three men were standing in front of him. When he saw them, he ran
from the tent to meet them and lowered himself to the ground. He said to them, “Let me wash your feet and rest
yourselves while I bring some unleavened bread so that you may refresh yourselves.”

Afterward, the three men set out toward Sodom and Gomorrah, and Abraham followed. Abraham was told of
the great sin in these cities and that they may be destroyed because of it. Abraham responded, “Will you indeed
sweep away the righteous with the wicked? Suppose there are fifty righteous within the city. Will you  not spare
it for the fifty righteous who are in it?” And the Lord said, “If I find fifty righteous in Sodom, I will spare the
whole place for their sake.” Abraham continued, “Suppose ten are found there.” The Lord answered, “For the
sake of ten I will not destroy it,” and the Lord went His way.

Two angels entered Sodom, and Lot was sitting at the gate. When Lot saw them, he lowered himself to the
ground in front of them. Lot said to them, “My lords, please turn aside to your servant's house and spend the
night and wash your feet. Then you may rise up early and go on your way.” The two angels said, “No; we will
spend the night in the town square.” Lot, however, strongly encouraged them, so they relented and entered his
house. He made them a feast, baked unleavened bread, and they ate.

After observing the corruption in the city, the angels said to Lot, “Have you anyone else here? Bring them out of
this place. For we are about to destroy it, because the outcry against its people has become great before the
Lord.” So Lot went out and said to his sons-in-law, “Up! Get out of this place, for the Lord is about to destroy
the city.” But his sons-in-law thought he was joking and did not leave.

As morning dawned, the angels urged Lot, saying, “Up! Take your wife and your two daughters, lest you be
swept away in the punishment of the city. Escape for your life. Do not look back or stop anywhere in the valley.



Escape to the hills.” Lot said to them, “Oh, no, my lords. Behold, your servant has found favor in your sight,
and you have shown me great kindness in saving my life. But I cannot escape to the hills, lest the disaster
overtake me and I die. Let me escape to the little city to the south by the name of Zoar.” His request was granted
and he moved toward Zoar with his wife and two daughters.

Fire  and sulfur-bearing pieces  of  debris  from outer  space exploded and rained down on the whole valley,
destroying the entire region, except for Zoar. Lot and his two daughters kept moving forward, but Lot's wife
lingered, looked back at the destruction, and turned to ash. Abraham went out and looked down toward Sodom
and Gomorrah and toward all the land of the valley. The smoke rose like that of a furnace. God destroyed the
cities of the valley, but God remembered Abraham and sent Lot out before their destruction. One year later, just
as the first full Moon of spring approached, Isaac was born – just as promised. Abraham was 100 years old, and
his wife Sarah was 90.

Near Isaac's birthday, when he was in his 30's, God tested Abraham's faith in their everlasting covenant. God
made a very specific promise to Abraham that Isaac's descendants would gain control of the land of Canaan as a
permanent possession. God said to Abraham, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to
the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you.”

So Abraham saddled his donkey, brought Isaac, and took two of his young men with him. On the third day,
Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw the place from afar. Abraham told the two men to stay with the donkey and
supplies. Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and placed it on the shoulders of Isaac his son, and he
took the fire and knife. As they moved to the top of the hill, Isaac said to his father, “We have fire and wood, but
where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” Abraham said, “God will provide for himself the lamb for a burnt
offering.”

They came to the place of which God had told him. Abraham built the altar, placed the wood, and bound Isaac
on the altar on top of the wood. As Abraham took the knife and raised his hand ready to complete what God had
commanded, the angel of the Lord called to him. “Abraham, do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to
him, for now I know that you fear God, seeing you have not withheld your son, your only son, from Me.”
Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw a ram caught in a thicket by his horns. So Abraham called the name of that
place Yahweh Yireh for on this mount of the Lord it shall be provided.

Part 2

Isaac was 60 years old when his wife Rebekah had twin sons named Jacob and Esau. Esau sold his birthright for
some stew, and Jacob wrestled with God. When Jacob, also known as Israel, was 130 years old, he moved with
his family of 70 to Goshen – a fertile area in the land of Egypt. This was 18 years after the Amorites established
their kingdom in the city of Babylon. At first, the Israelites were treated well by the Egyptians. However, 430
years passed by. The dynasty of pharaohs that helped settle the Israelites into the land of Egypt was long since
dead. A new regime unfamiliar with that history took over. Friendships and alliances turned into open hostility
and servitude.

Now Moses was tending to the flock of sheep owned by his father-in-law Jethro, a priest of the Midianites. He
led his flock to the west side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain of God, in the land south of the
Salt Sea. The angel of the Lord appeared to Moses as a flame of fire amidst a bush. The bush was burning, yet it
was not consumed. God called to him from the bush, “Moses, do not come near. Take your sandals off your feet,
for the place on which you are standing is holy ground. I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. I have surely seen the affliction of My people who are in Egypt and have
heard their cry because of their taskmasters. I know their sufferings, and I have come down to deliver them out
of the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them out of that land to a good land, a land flowing with milk and



honey, to the Promised Land of the Canaanites. I will send you to Pharaoh that you may bring my people, the
children of Israel, out of the bondage of Egypt.”

Moses did as the Lord commanded. Moses was 80 years old when he spoke to Pharaoh. Moses said to Pharaoh,
“Thus says the Lord. Let My people go, that they may serve Me in the wilderness. By this you shall know that I
am the Lord. Behold, with the staff that is in the hand of My servant Moses, I will strike the water that is in the
Nile, and it shall turn into blood. The fish shall die, and the river shall stink.” Pharaoh refused to release the
Israelites. Eight other plagues followed: frogs, gnats, flies, death of livestock, boils, fire in hail, locusts, and
darkness. Yet Pharaoh refused to heed the words of Moses. He did not release the Israelites.

The Lord said to Moses, “One more plague will I bring upon Pharaoh and Egypt. Afterward he will let you go
from here. When he lets you go, he will drive you away completely.” So Moses said to Pharaoh, “Thus says the
Lord: ‘About midnight I will go out in the midst of Egypt, and every firstborn in the land of Egypt shall die,
from the firstborn of Pharaoh who sits on his throne, to the firstborn of the slave girl, and all the firstborn of the
cattle. There shall be a great cry throughout all the land of Egypt, such as there has never been, nor ever will be
again.'”

The Lord said to Moses in the land of Egypt, “This month shall be the first month of the year. Tell all the
congregation of Israel that on the tenth day of this month every man shall take a lamb for the household. Your
lamb shall  be  without  blemish.  You shall  keep it  until  the  fourteenth  day of  this  month,  when the  whole
assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill their lambs at twilight. They shall take some of the blood and
put it on the doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they shall eat the lamb with unleavened bread and
bitter herbs. You shall eat it with your belt fastened, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand. You
shall eat it in haste. It is the Lord's Passover. For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will
strike all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast. The blood shall be a sign for you. When I see
the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague will befall you.”

Then Moses called all the elders of Israel and said to them, “Go and select lambs for yourselves according to
your clans, and kill the Passover lamb. Touch the lintel and the doorposts with its blood. None of you shall go
out of the door of his house until morning. For the Lord will pass through to strike the Egyptians, and when He
sees the blood on the lintel and doorposts, the Lord will pass over the door and will not allow the Destroyer to
enter your houses to strike you. You shall observe this rite as a statute for you and for your sons forever.”

At midnight the Lord struck down all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh who sat
on his throne to the firstborn of the captive who was in the dungeon, and all the firstborn of the livestock.
Pharaoh, all his servants, and all the Egyptians rose up in the middle of the night. There was a great cry in
Egypt, for there was not a house where someone was not dead. Then he summoned Moses and said, “Up, go out
from among my people, both you and the people of Israel; and go, serve the Lord, as you have said. Take your
flocks and your herds. Be gone.”

The Egyptians sent the Israelites out of the land in haste. The sons and daughters of Jacob took their unleavened
bread and their kneading bowls. They asked the Egyptians for silver, gold jewelry, and clothing. The Lord had
given the people favor in the sight of the Egyptians, so they let them have what they asked. The people of Israel,
about six hundred thousand men besides women and children, moved east on foot with livestock in order to
leave the land of Egypt. At the end of 430 years when Israel stepped foot into Egypt, on that very day, all the
hosts of the Lord went out from the land of Egypt. It was a night of watching by the Lord to bring them out. So
this same night is a night of remembrance for what the Lord had done.

In the first month of the second year after they left the land of Egypt, the Lord spoke to Moses in the wilderness
of Sinai: “Let the people of Israel keep the Passover at its appointed time. On the fourteenth day of this month,



at twilight, you shall keep it at its appointed time according to all its statutes and rules.” So Moses told the
people of Israel that they should keep the Passover every year as a remembrance for what the Lord had done.

The people of Israel walked forty years in the wilderness until all the nation who came out of Egypt (but Joshua
and Caleb) perished because they did not obey the voice of the Lord. In the last year of the Israelites' wandering
in the wilderness, the following occurred. The people spoke against God and against Moses, “Why have you
brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we loathe this
worthless food (aka manna from Heaven).” Then the Lord sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the
people, so that many people of Israel died. Then the people came to Moses and said, “We have sinned, for we
have spoken against the Lord and against you. Pray to the Lord, that He take away the serpents from us.” So
Moses prayed for the people. The Lord said to Moses, “Make a fiery serpent and set it on a pole, and everyone
who is bitten, when he sees it, shall live.” So Moses made a bronze serpent and set it on a pole. If a serpent bit
anyone, he would look at the bronze serpent and live.

The children of those who left Egypt prepared to enter the Promised Land. Joshua rose early in the morning and
led the Israelites to the Jordan River in the plains of Moab just east of the walled city of Jericho and north of the
Salt Sea. They lodged there before they passed over. At the end of three days the officers went through the camp
and commanded the people, “As soon as you see the Ark of the Covenant of the Lord your God being carried by
the Levitical priests, you shall set out from your place and follow it in order that you may know the way you
shall go, for you have not passed this way before.” Then Joshua said to the people, “Consecrate yourselves, for
tomorrow the Lord will do wonders among you.”

The next day, the Lord said to Joshua, “Today, I will begin to exalt you in the sight of all Israel, that they may
know that, as I was with Moses, so I will be with you. Command the priests who bear the Ark of the Covenant,
‘When you come to the brink of the waters of the Jordan, you shall stand still.’” Joshua said to the people of
Israel, “Come here and listen to the words of the Lord your God. Here is how you shall know that the living
God is among you and that He will without fail drive out from before you the Canaanites, the Hittites, the
Amorites, and the Jebusites. Behold, the Ark of the Covenant of the Lord is passing over before you into the
Jordan. Take twelve men from the tribes of Israel, one from each tribe. When the soles of the feet of the priests
bearing the Ark rest in the waters of the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan shall stop flowing, and the waters
coming down from above shall stand in one heap.”

As soon as the priests bearing the Ark entered the Jordan River, the waters coming down from above stood and
rose up in a heap very far away and those flowing down toward the Salt Sea were completely cut off. Now the
priests bearing the Ark stood firmly on dry ground in the midst of the Jordan River, and all Israel was passing
over on dry ground until all the nation finished passing over the Jordan. After this, the Lord said to Joshua,
“Take twelve men from the people, one from each tribe, and command each to take a stone from out of the
midst of the Jordan, from the very place where the priests' feet stood firmly on dry ground, bring them with you,
and lay them down in the place where you lodge tonight.” Joshua commanded this so that these stones shall be
to the people of Israel a memorial forever. The people of Israel did just as Joshua commanded.

The people passed over in haste. About 40,000 men ready for war passed over before the Lord for battle, to the
plains of Jericho. On that day the Lord exalted Joshua in the sight of all Israel, and they stood in awe of him just
as they had stood in awe of Moses, all the days of his life. When the priests bearing the Ark of the Covenant of
the Lord came up from the midst of the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan returned to their place as before.

The people came up out of the Jordan on the tenth day of the first month, and they encamped at Gilgal on the
east border of Jericho. The twelve stones, which they took out of the Jordan, were set up at Gilgal by Joshua.
Joshua said to the people of Israel, “When your children ask their fathers in times to come, ‘What do these
stones mean?’ You shall let your children know, ‘Israel passed over this Jordan on dry ground.’ For the Lord



your God dried up the waters of the Jordan for you until you passed over, as the Lord your God did to the Red
Sea, which He dried up for us until we passed over, so that all the peoples of the earth may know that the hand
of the Lord is mighty, that you may fear the Lord your God forever.” As soon as the kings of the Amorites and
Canaanites heard that the Lord had dried up the waters of the Jordan for the people of Israel, they grew afraid.

While the people of Israel were encamped at Gilgal, they kept the Passover on the fourteenth day of the first
month in the evening on the plains of Jericho. The day after the Passover, they ate of the produce of the land,
unleavened cakes, and parched grain. The manna from Heaven (aka bread from Heaven), which had been their
primary source of sustenance in the wilderness, ceased the following day. There was no longer manna for the
people of Israel, but they ate of the fruit of the land of Canaan that year.

Part 3

Time  moved  forward.  Under  Joshua's  leadership,  the  Israelites  defeated  the  cities  of  Jericho  and  Ai  and
continued to battle their way throughout the land of the Canaanites. However, they did not completely drive out
the former occupants of the land as the Lord had commanded. Joshua died at the age of 110 years old, and the
reigns of leadership passed onto others.

The people of Israel did what was evil in the sight of the Lord. They abandoned the Lord, the God of their
fathers, who had brought them out of the land of Egypt. They found other gods, from among the gods of the
peoples who were around them, and worshiped them. They provoked the Lord to anger. They abandoned the
Lord and served Baal and Ashtoreth.

Who were Baal and Ashtoreth? The Sumerians were an ancient culture in Mesopotamia that existed prior to and
concurrent with Abraham. The chief goddess of the Sumerians was Inanna - the goddess of sex, war, and power.
Inanna has been known by many names through the millennia: Ishtar by the Assyrians and Babylonians, Isis by
the Egyptians, Astarte and Astoreth by the Canaanites and Israelites, Aphrodite and Venus by the Greeks and
Romans,  and Eostre by the Anglo-Saxons. The non-Messianic holiday of Easter with rabbits  and eggs is a
celebration of this ancient goddess. Dumuzid was a Sumerian fertility god in the form of a bull and the primary
consort of Inanna. This god has been known by other names, including Tammuz – the source for the name of the
fourth month of the Hebrew calendar. The Festival of Tammuz became associated with the first full Moon after
the summer solstice. Remembering back, the Israelites entered the wilderness of Sinai on the third new Moon
after  leaving Egypt.  The Lord  God called  Moses  to  the mountaintop  where he was given the Law. Upon
returning to his people just over two weeks later, he saw that they had constructed a golden calf. Baal was the
love child between Asteroth and the bull god Tammuz and was often depicted as a calf.

Returning back to the time after the death of Joshua, the anger of the Lord was so great that He gave the
Israelites over to their enemies. As a result, they could no longer fight against them. From time to time for the
next few centuries, the Lord raised up judges who saved them from their enemies. Yet the Israelites did not
listen. Eventually, 396 years after Joshua led the Israelites to victory over the cities of Jericho and Ai, a man
after God's own heart became king of Israel. His name was David. He was of the 11 th generation sired by Israel
through his son Judah.

A seasoned warrior standing about nine and a half feet tall took to the field of battle. He challenged any warrior
of Israel, and stated that the Philistine army would surrender if he was killed. A 15 year old boy, the youngest of
eight brothers, accepted this challenge. This David said to the Goliath, “You come to me with a sword, a spear,
and a shield: but I come to you in the name of the Lord of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you
have defied. This day will the Lord deliver you into my hand.” The young boy slung a pebble and hit the giant
in the forehead, and this David who killed Goliath in the name of the Lord became king of Israel fifteen years
later. David was a man after God's own heart.



Early in his reign, King David's desires almost destroyed the entire kingdom of Israel. Ahithophel was chief
counsel and part of David's most trusted inner circle. Ahithophel's son Eliam was a mighty warrior and was also
a trusted member of David's inner circle. Eliam was just a bit younger than David and had a daughter named
Bathsheba. It would not be hard to imagine a young Bathsheba running through the halls of the palace and
occasionally interacting with the king. As a young woman, she married Uriah – a steadfast loyal warrior and
very close friend to Eliam.

One day, King David noticed Bathsheba bathing. He sent messengers to bring her back to the palace. As a result
of this meeting, Bathsheba became pregnant. David tried to cover up his sin, However, as he tried to cover up
one sin, he committed another by purposely causing the death of Uriah. David stationed him on the front line of
the battlefield. After a period of mourning, Bathsheba became King David's wife.

This whole situation displeased the Lord. He sent Nathan the prophet to confront the king. Nathan told David,
“Thus said the Lord God of Israel, I anointed you king over Israel, and I delivered you out of the hand of Saul;
and I gave you your master's house, and your master's wives..., and gave you the house of Israel... Wherefore
have you despised the commandment of the Lord, to do evil in His sight? You have killed Uriah the Hittite with
the sword, and have taken his wife to be your wife, and have slain him with the sword of the children of
Ammon.”

King David's greatest sin was not having relations with a married woman. His greatest sin was the abuse of his
power and authority given to him by God. Feeling deep conviction over the sin he committed, King David
cleansed himself and went to the house of the Lord to worship. This is part of what he wrote. “Have mercy on
me... Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me. Cast me not away from Your
presence; and take not Your Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of Your salvation.” This was the true
heart of a repentant sinner. God poured His mercy upon David. Even though he was guilty of great things, he
was forgiven by God. Also, Bathsheba became the maternal ancestor to a royal lineage of kings.

Even though David was shown mercy, he was not free from the consequences of his actions. Absalom was King
David's third son. He was charismatic, physically beautiful, and ambitious. He loved the advantages that royalty
brought and leveraged it to gather supporters. When Absalom was 29 years old, he successfully overthrew his
father,  King David,  and took control  of  Jerusalem.  Absalom had a  willing  co-conspirator  in  the  name of
Ahithophel. Remember that Ahithophel was the father of Eliam and grandfather of Bathsheba. He never forgave
David for destroying his family. Absalom's mutiny provided an opportunity for revenge. King David and his
supporters left the city in haste. He walked barefoot through the Kidron Valley. He was at one of the lowest
points of his life.

The Kidron Valley separated Mount Moriah from the Mount of Olives. Rather than being a beautiful river, it
was mostly a dry channel used as a dumping ground for trash and residue from animal sacrifices. Fire and
smoke were common in this valley. It would not have been a pleasant place to walk through, especially barefoot
as David was. This is what David wrote.

“The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. He makes me lie down in green pastures; He leads me beside the
still waters. He restores my soul; He leads me in the paths of righteousness for His name's sake. Yea, though I
walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for You are with me; Your rod and Your staff,
they comfort me. You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; You anoint my head with oil;
My cup runs over. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, And I will dwell in the
house of the Lord forever.”

After David left the valley, he made his way up the Mount of Olives. It was there that he took the opportunity to



worship God. This is part of what he wrote. “My God, my God, why have You forsaken me?” Soon after, Joab,
the commander of David's army, killed Absalom. David was reinstated. Nine years later, King David died and
Solomon, the oldest surviving son of David and Bathsheba, became king of Israel.

Even after all of this, the Passover was not celebrated in the land for another 348 years after the death of King
David.  Josiah, the 16th king of Judah, commanded all the people to keep the Passover as it was written in the
Book of the Covenant. In the 18th year of King Josiah (which means Jehovah has healed), and 784 years after
Joshua led the Israelites through the Jordan River, the Passover was kept in Jerusalem. Josiah put away the
mediums, the necromancers, the household gods, the idols, and all the abominations that were seen in the land.
There was no king like him before or since.

Part 4

A little over 620 years after King Josiah celebrated the Passover, a decree went out during the 26 th year of the
reign of Caesar Augustus that all must be registered, each to his own town. Joseph and his betrothed, Mary,
were both from the lineage of King David. Joseph was of the 26 th generation after King David and Bathsheba
through the royal line of King Solomon and his son King Rehoboam. Mary was of the 41st generation after King
David through Bathsheba's son Nathan.

When Mary was betrothed to Joseph, before they came together, she was found to be with child. Joseph, being a
just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. But as he considered these things,
an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as
your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you shall call his
name Jesus (which is Greek for Joshua), for He will save His people from their sins. Behold, the virgin shall
conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel, which means God with us.” Jesus was born in
the city of David called Bethlehem (which means House of Bread).

Joseph and Mary went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover. When Jesus was twelve years old,
they went according to custom. When the feast ended, Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but His parents did not
know. They searched for Him among their relatives and acquaintances, and when they did not find Him, they
returned to Jerusalem. After three days they found Him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to
them, and asking them questions. All who heard Him were amazed at His understanding and His answers. When
His parents saw Him, they were astonished. Mary said to Him, “Son, why have you treated us so? Your father
and I have been searching for you.” Jesus replied, “Why were you looking for me? Did you not know that I
must be about my Father's business?” They did not understand, but Jesus submitted and returned to Nazareth
with them.

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, the Word of God came to John the son of Zechariah in the
wilderness.  He  went  into  all  the  region  around  the  Jordan,  proclaiming  a  baptism of  repentance  for  the
forgiveness of sins as it is written in the words of Isaiah the prophet. “A voice cries in the wilderness. 'Prepare
the way of the Lord. Make straight in the desert a highway for our God. And the glory of the Lord shall be
revealed, and all flesh shall see it together.” As the people gathered, all questioned whether John might be the
Messiah. John answered them all saying, “I baptize you with water, but He who is mightier than I is coming, the
strap  of  whose  sandals  I  am not  worthy to  untie.  He will  baptize  you  with  the  Holy Spirit  and fire.  His
winnowing fork is in His hand, to clear His threshing floor and to gather the wheat into His barn, but the chaff
He will burn with unquenchable fire.”

Then Jesus Christ  (aka Yeshua Mashiach),  at  the age of 30,  came from Galilee to  the Jordan River to be
baptized. John said, “I need to be baptized by You, and You come to me?” But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so
now, for this  is  fitting for us to fulfill  all  righteousness.” Then John consented.  When Jesus was baptized,



immediately He went up from the water, and behold, the heavens were opened and He saw the Spirit of God
descending like a dove and coming to rest on Him; and behold, a voice from heaven said, “This is My beloved
Son, with whom I am well pleased.” Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, was led away into the wilderness for forty
days where He was tempted by the Devil. Upon returning from the wilderness, He began to teach, heal, and
gather disciples.

Soon after, Jesus, His mother, and His disciples, were invited to a wedding at Cana in Galilee. When the wine
ran out, Mary said to Jesus, “They have no wine.” Jesus said to her, “Woman, what does this have to do with
Me? My hour has not yet come.” His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever He tells you.” Now there were
six stone water jars for the Jewish rites of purification. Jesus told the servants to fill the jars with water, and they
filled them up to the brim. Then He said, “Now draw some out and take it to the master of the feast.” So they
took it. When the master of the feast tasted the water now become wine, he called the bridegroom and said to
him, “Everyone serves the good wine first, and when people have drunk freely, then the poor wine. But you
have kept the good wine until now.”

After this, Jesus went down to Capernaum with His family and His disciples. They stayed there for a few days.
The Passover was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the temple He found those who were selling
oxen, sheep, and pigeons, and the money-changers sitting there. Making a whip of cords, He drove them all out
of the temple. He poured out the coins of the money-changers and overturned their tables. He said, “Take these
things away. Do not make my Father's house a house of trade.” So the Jews said to him, “What sign do You
show us for doing these things?” Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it
up.” The Jews replied, “It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and will you raise it up in three days?”
But He was speaking about the temple of His body.

About one year later, there was a feast of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. Now in Jerusalem by the
Sheep Gate there was a pool called Bethesda where lay a multitude of blind, lame, and paralyzed. One man was
there who had been an invalid for thirty-eight years. When Jesus saw him lying there and knew that he had
already been there a long time, He said to him, “Do you want to be healed?” The sick man answered, “Sir, I
have no one to put me into the pool when the water is stirred up.” Jesus said to him, “Get up, take up your bed,
and walk.” And at once the man was healed, and he took up his bed and walked. Now that day was the Sabbath.
So the Jewish religious leaders said to the man who had been healed, “It is the Sabbath, and it is not lawful for
you to take up your bed.” But he answered them, “The man who healed me, that man said to me, ‘Take up your
bed, and walk.’” They asked him who that man was, but he did not know for Jesus had already withdrawn. The
Jewish religious leaders eventually found and confronted Jesus. This is what He said.

“Truly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of His own accord, but only what He sees the Father doing. For
whatever the Father does, the Son does likewise. And greater works than these will He show Him, so that you
may marvel. For as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, so also the Son gives life to whom He will.
Whoever does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent him. Whoever hears My word and believes
Him who sent Me has eternal life. He does not come into judgment, but has passed over from death to life. I
have come in my Father's name, and you do not receive me. If another comes in his own name, you will receive
him. How can you believe, when you receive glory from one another and do not seek the glory that comes from
the only God? Do not think that I will accuse you to the Father. There is one who accuses you: Moses, on whom
you have set your hope. For if you believed Moses, you would believe me; for he wrote of Me. But if you do
not believe his writings, how will you believe My words?”

After this, Jesus went away to the other side of the Sea of Galilee. A large crowd of about 5000 men was
following Him, because they saw the signs that He was doing. Jesus went up on the mountain, and there He sat
down with His disciples. Now the Passover was at hand. He lifted up His eyes and saw that a large crowd was
coming toward Him. There was a boy with five barley loaves and two fish. Jesus took the loaves and fish



offered, and when He had given thanks, He distributed them to those who were seated. They ate as much as they
wanted. When they had eaten their fill, He told his disciples, “Gather up the leftover fragments, that nothing
may be lost.” So they gathered them up and filled twelve baskets with fragments from the five barley loaves left
by those who had eaten. When the people saw the sign that He had done, they said, “This is indeed the Messiah
who is to come into the world!”

Immediately, Jesus made the disciples get into the boat to go across the sea to Capernaum, while He dismissed
the crowds. Afterward, He went up on the mountain by Himself to pray. When evening came, the boat was out
on the sea, and He was alone on the land. He saw that they were struggling for the wind was against them. Jesus
came to them, walking on the sea. They saw Him walking on the sea and they were terrified. But immediately
He spoke to them and said, “Do not be afraid.” Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to
You on the water.” Jesus said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat and walked on the water and came to Jesus.
But  when he saw the strong wind, he was afraid.  Beginning to sink he cried out,  “Lord,  save me.” Jesus
immediately reached out His hand and took hold of him, saying: “O you of little faith, why did you doubt?” And
when they got into the boat, the wind ceased.

The following morning, the multitude found Jesus on the other side of the sea. Jesus said, “Truly, I say to you,
you are seeking Me, not because you saw signs, but because you ate your fill of the loaves. Do not work for the
food that perishes, but for the food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give to you. For on
Him God the Father has set His seal. It was not Moses who gave you the bread from heaven, but My Father
gives you the true bread from heaven. For the bread of God is He who comes down from heaven and gives life
to the world. I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to Me shall not hunger, and whoever believes in Me shall
never thirst. I have come down from heaven, not to do My own will but the will of Him who sent me. For this is
the will of My Father, that everyone who looks on the Son and believes in Him should have eternal life, and I
will raise him up.” Jesus then spoke to His disciples, “Did I not choose you, the twelve? And yet one of you is a
devil.”

One more year passed. It was the tenth day of the first month. This was the exact day at the end of the 69 th week
written about by the prophet Daniel. When Jesus drew near to the Mount of Olives, he sent two of His disciples
to fetch a colt and a donkey that were tied up. He said, “If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ you shall
say: ‘The Lord has need of it.’” The disciples went and did as Jesus directed. They brought the donkey and the
colt and put their cloaks on them, and He sat on them. Just as it  was written in the words of the prophet
Zechariah: “Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your King is
coming to you; righteous and having salvation is He, humble and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a
donkey.”

Many spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut leafy branches from the trees and spread them on the road.
They shouted, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord! Some of the
Pharisees in the crowd said to Him, “Teacher, rebuke Your disciples.” He answered, “I tell you, if they were
silent, the very stones would cry out.” Jesus entered Jerusalem and went into the temple. He drove out all who
bought and sold there. He said to them, “It is written, ‘My house shall be called a house of prayer,’ but you
make it a den of robbers.” Then He wept and prayed over the city: “Would that you had known on this day the
things that make for peace! But now they are hidden from your eyes. For the days will come upon you, when
your enemies will set up a barricade around you and surround you and hem you in on every side and tear you
down to the ground. They will not leave one stone upon another in you, because you did not know the time of
your visitation.” Upon leaving there, He went out of the city to Bethany and lodged there with His twelve
disciples.

A couple days later, Jesus said to His disciples, “The Passover is coming in two days, and the Son of Man will
be delivered up to be crucified.” As the Feast of Unleavened Bread drew near, which is called the Passover, the



chief priests were seeking how to put Jesus to death, for they feared the people. Then Satan entered into Judas
Iscariot, who was one of the twelve disciples. He went away and conferred with the chief priests and officers
how he might betray Jesus to them. They were glad,  and agreed to give him thirty pieces of silver. So he
consented and sought an opportunity to betray Him to them in the absence of a crowd.

Then came the day of Unleavened Bread, on which the Passover lamb had to be sacrificed. So Jesus sent Peter
and John, saying, “Go and prepare the Passover for us, that we may eat it. When you have entered the city, a
man carrying a jar of water will meet you. Follow him into the house that he enters and tell the master of the
house, ‘The Teacher says to you, Where is the guest room, where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?’
And he will show you a large upper room furnished. Prepare it there.” They went and found it just as He had
told them, and they prepared the Passover.

Jesus reclined at the table with His twelve disciples. As they were eating, He said, “Truly, I say to you, one of
you will betray me.” They were very sorrowful and began to say to Him one after another, “Is it I, Lord?” He
answered, “The Son of Man goes as it is written of Him, but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is
betrayed! It would have been better for that man if he had not been born.”

Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after blessing it, broke it and gave it to the disciples. He said,
“This is My body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of Me.” He took a cup, and when He had
given thanks He gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you, for this is My blood of the covenant, which is
poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. I tell you I will not drink again of this fruit of the vine until that
day when I drink it new with you in my Father's kingdom.”

Afterward, Jesus went with His disciples to a place called Gethsemane and prayed. “My Father, if it be possible,
let this cup pass from Me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as You will.” After some time, He said to His disciples,
“The hour is at hand, and the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. See, my betrayer is at hand.”
While He was still speaking, Judas came with him a great crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests
and the elders of the people. Now the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, “The one I will kiss is the man;
seize him.” Judas came up to Jesus and said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” And he kissed him. Jesus said to him, “Friend,
do what you came to do.” Then they came up and laid hands on Jesus and seized him. Then one of His disciples
drew out his sword. Jesus said, “Put your sword back into its place. For all who take the sword will perish by
the sword. Do you think that I cannot appeal to My Father, and He will at once send Me more than twelve
legions of angels? But how then should the Scriptures be fulfilled, that it must be so? All this has taken place
that the Scriptures of the prophets might be fulfilled.” Then all the disciples left Him and fled.

Jesus was led to Caiaphas the high priest.  Now the chief priests and the whole council were seeking false
testimony against Jesus that they might put Him to death. Two witnesses came forward and said, “This man
said, ‘I am able to destroy the temple of God, and to rebuild it in three days.’” The high priest stood up and said,
“Have you no answer to make? What is it that these men testify against you?” But Jesus remained silent. The
high priest continued, “I adjure you by the living God, tell us if You are the Christ, the Son of God.” Jesus
replied, “You have said so. But I tell you, from now on you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of
Power and coming on the clouds of heaven.” Then the high priest tore his robes and said, “He has uttered
blasphemy. What further witnesses do we need? What is your judgment?” They answered, “He deserves death.”
Then they spit in His face, struck Him, slapped Him, and mocked Him.

When morning came, all the chief priests and the elders of the people took counsel against Jesus to put Him to
death. They bound him and delivered him over to Pontius Pilate the governor. When Judas saw that Jesus was
condemned, he changed his mind and brought back the thirty pieces of silver. Judas threw down the pieces of
silver into the temple, departed, and hanged himself. The chief priests took the pieces of silver and said, “It is
not lawful to put them into the treasury, since it is blood money.” So they bought the potter's field as a burial



place for strangers. Then was fulfilled what had been spoken by the prophet Jeremiah, saying, “They took the
thirty pieces of silver, the price of Him on whom a price had been set by some of the sons of Israel, and they
gave them for the potter's field, as the Lord directed me.”

Now Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” Jesus said,
“You have said so.” Pilate replied, “Do you not hear how many things they testify against you?” But Jesus gave
him no answer, not even to a single charge, so that the governor was greatly amazed.

When Pilate saw the beginning of a riot, he took water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am
innocent of this righteous man's blood. See to it yourselves.” All the people answered, “His blood be on us and
on our children!” Jesus was stripped down, mocked, and spat upon. A crown of thorns was placed on His head.
Jesus was given 39 or 40 lashes from a whip containing embedded pieces of bone and metal.

He was led out with others to be crucified. He was barefoot with a wooden cross upon His shoulders. Jesus
passed through the Kidron Valley and came to a place called Golgotha (aka Mount Moriah). There He was
nailed to a wooden cross and crucified. A sign was placed above His head, which read: “This is Jesus, the King
of the Jews.” Then two criminals were crucified with Him, one on the right and one on the left. One of the
criminals who were hanged railed at Him, saying, “Are you not the Christ? Save Yourself and us!” But the other
rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? And we
indeed justly, for we are receiving the due reward of our deeds; but this Man has done nothing wrong. Jesus,
remember me when You come into your kingdom.” Jesus replied, “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with
Me in paradise.”

From noon to 3pm, there was darkness over all the land. At this time, Jesus cried out with a loud voice in
Hebrew and Aramaic, saying, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, why have You forsaken
Me?” Jesus cried out again with a loud voice and yielded up His spirit. And behold, the curtain of the temple
was torn in two, from top to bottom. The earth shook, and the rocks were split. When the centurion and those
who were with him, keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took place, they were filled with
awe and said, “Truly this was the Son of God!”
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